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The 13th General Meeting Report

The 13th General Meeting of the ECIEA was held on April 24 at the Ebetsu International Center. By
arrangement of chairperson Asako Sonbe, the activities and statements of accounts for the last fiscal year, the
plans and budget for the next fiscal year and revisions of our rules were approved through questions and answers.
The rule revisions are such that:

1) The Information Publicity Committee is restored to correspond promptly to the information society.

2) The limit of the number of committee executives is abolished.

3) New ECIEA members who join mid-year will be allowed to pay on a month by month basis through the end
of the year, at which time they will then pay the annual fee for the next year.

Former president Hajime Yamagishi, who served for three years, will be succeeded by new-President Mr. Yusuke
Ito. And other executives were admitted, so we could finish the general meeting on schedule.

Greetings from President Ito

Thanks to your help and support, we have concluded our :
13th General Meeting. | appreciate all of your help. The
Ebetsu Citizens International Exchange Association is now
13 years old. | think, as an Ebetsu citizen, that our current :
perspective on “international exchange” may have shifted
from the perspective we held 13 years ago. Given this fact, :
we must ask ourselves, which course should we take? | :
hope to discuss this with you and come to a decision as a
community.

| encourage you all to participate in our meetings and :
events with a light heart.  Join in the fun, and feel the value :
of coming together year after year with our neighbors and  :
friends from various countries. | look forward to speaking
with you at Salon de ECIEA, as well as other events. We
take part in the organization as volunteers, and reap the :
rewards of this experience. |look forward to a positive year, :
and thank you in advance for your heartfelt participation and :
interest in the ECIEA. Brerssansanssagt i
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Korea

Let's Acquaint Qurselves with Korea!

Candy was distributed at the Let’s Acquaint
Ourselves with Korea” lecture on April 24th by Ms. Chun
Kwang Ja. The candy that Ms. Ja, a lecturer at
Asaigakuen University, shared had a burnt taste. How is
this taste possible? Who came up with this candy?
Japanese like scorched rice very much. As expected,
Korea is close in many ways to Japan.

| felt an affinity with Ms. Ja, given her cheerful
disposition, her surprisingly talkative style and natural
Japanese. Ms. Kasai brought her Korean students to the
event as well. Weren’t they charmingly naive?

(Mr. Hirakawa)
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Koh eun kyang

| have been interested in Japan since | was in
high school and this year | decided to study in
Japan. The reason is that | want to study
Japanese language and to know Japanese culture.
After having lived for a month in Japan, | have
found Japanese are gentle people and lead
abstemious lives. | like to learn such Japanese
life style. | am studying fashion design in Japan
now, | also like to study display.  Since in Japan
display design is more developed than Korea, |
want to study display design in Japan and become
a display designer and live in Japan. | am looking
forward to life in Japan in the years to come.
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: | encountered various things when | came to Hokkaido for the first time. The first thing | was surprised was that
i there remains snow even in April. And | am surprised to find that Japanese students don't hesitate to do things
they want to do personally. Lastly what | was surprised was, though | heard Japanese are kind, | found Japanese :
i really are kind. Hokkaido has much snow and is cold actually but because the heart of people here are warm, my :

studying in Hokkaido should be happy.

.....

: Last summer | attended a language program in Hokkaido
and | decided to be an exchange student in Asaigakuen
University Junior College. | chose Japanese as my major.
My Japanese will improve, | hope. And | think this is a good
chance to study business management that | have wanted to
learn. Not only that, | expect to experience various things
intercultually away from Seoul where | grew up.
i making use of experiences not of useless formal knowledge, |
would like to become a manager.

Kim Ji Sun

EEHEAZEGE M)

etc

In the future,

RS
3 3
..........

........................................................................

The first time | visited Ebetsu was the last summer
for the sister-school program, when | was fascinated
: by Hokkaido and Ebetsu and now | could write this.
The beautiful landscape and the kind hearted people
brought me to Ebetsu again. And now through the
i days | spend here, what | see and hear is all important.
Since | just came here, all is still nothing. But the
time | spend from now will become good memories, |
i hope.

Cho Yong Sook

Korean Cooking Class Part = (2)

Back by popular demand! The last Korean cooking
class was so well-attended that we will now hold a second
class. Menus have changed, but all will be delicious!
Please enjoy Korean spicy dishes! Menu: Bean-paste pot
stew, cooked bean sprouts, pork roasted with Korean
seasonings, traditional Korean pastry, Citron tea, and more.

Date: June 18 (Sat) 10:00a.m to 1:00p.m.
Place: Nopporo Kominkan
Fee: 800 yen (for members)

Cap: 35 persons

Necessary items: Dishcloth, apron, writing tools
Instructor: Ms. Jung Ah Choi

To apply, please contact Ms. Miyazaki



E‘ Home Stay Committee Update E

The Home Stay Committee meetings will be run casually this

4 8 10 1 : :
: year. News and info will be shared with you as quickly as we get :
: it with regard to home stay opportunities and events. Our next :
6 16 ( ) 6 () : meeting will be held in July. :
2 6 28 () 7 2 ()

As always, we thank those that have accepted the roles of home
: stay hosts. :
: Ms. Asayama took part in the home stay program recently,
when she hosted a guest from Uzbekistan April 8 -10.

Montreal university students will visit Ebetsu from June 16

: through July

The first group will stay with Ms. Ueki and and Ms. Kyozuka
= from June 16-20. The second group will be accepted by Ms.
Okawa and Ms Sonobe from June 18 to July 2.

YMCA

Impression on Home Stay Acceptance

Mr. Ulugbek, a young Uzbekistani and member of the cultural
exchange program between Japan and Central Asia, visited us for
three days on April 8th.

When | first met him, | was surprised by his height. My
husband was equally amazed. | worried that he would be a huge
eater and asked him how much he ate at a sitting. He assured
me that he was a light eater. In the car, we communicated with
gestures and broken English. At dinner that night, surrounded
with Genghis Khan (barbecue, lamb and vegetable dish), we had a
pleasant time. He was a light eater as he had said. Our children were astonished by his strong frame. We
gradually became interested in his story of Uzbekistan. He explained by drawing pictures, and we were impressed
with stories full of large scale and content. (For example, his house is 20mx50m and has 20 rooms!)

During his stay in our home, we showed him all over the place by his request. We took him to a Consadole
soccer match at the Sapporo Dome. We toured Japanese car show rooms, etc. We had a pleasant three days
together.

Mr. Ulugbek from Central Asia was a bright man full of vigor. We fully enjoyed this opportunity for international
cultural exchange.  (Ms. Asayama)




Candle Night Summer Solstice 2005.

http://www.candle-night.org/Zindex.html

Turn out your lights for two hours on the summer solstice, June 21st, from eight to ten p.m. Do something
special. Read a book with your child by candle light. Enjoy a quiet dinner with a special person. This night can mean
many things for many people. A time to save energy, to think about peace, to think about people in distant lands.
Pulling the plug opens the window to a new world. It reminds us of human freedom and diversity. ...

Candle Night Concert

This year marks the 3rd anniversary of “Candle Night,” a
nationwide daylight savings plan, now becoming a worldwide
movement. ECIEA has planned a charity concert. At this
event, you can listen to cello and piano music by candlelight!
Our talented musicians for the evening are Ms. Susan Poynter
and Ms. Reiko Miyatake (ECIEA member). Ms. Poynter is
Australian and holds a master’s degree in music. Her cello,
which is from the Bach period, sounds like an angel.

Proceeds from the concert will be used to send used
clothing to those in need, in Thailand, later this summer
(please see article on page 6 for more info on donations to
Thailand).

Why don’t you join the Candle Light Concert and enjoy the
romantic mood found on an early summer evening.  Have
someone you’ve been wanting to ask on a date? What could
be more perfect than a candlelight concert?

Date: Jun. 21st (Tue) 7:30 to 9:00p.m.
Place: Ikoi no le (behind Katayama Clinic)
Fee: 500yen (with soft drink)

Capacity: 30

Just prior to the commencement of the concert, a
charity bazaar will be held at the same location.
Please arrive early enough to enjoy the bazaar. Mr.
Gen Suzuki’s Magic Show will also be featured at the
bazaar -Don't miss it!

Time: 6:30 to 7:30p.m.
For more information and an application, please

contact one of the following:
Ms. Sato Ms. Kitano


http://www.candle-night.org/index.html

3 4 Bella Rosa Coro 2003

Charity Concert

The Bella Rosa Coro, the former Kitahiroshima Children's Choir, had some charity concerts in March and April.
They are excellent enough to join the summer camp of the Vienna Boy's Choir in 2003. They were sorry for the Asian
kids suffering from the Sumatra Earthquake, and made a plan voluntarily to have charity concerts and send them aid.

I’m glad to hear that many ECIEA members enjoyed the Oasa concert and that it succeeded in generating more
donations than were expected.

Ms. Yokoyama was there with Mr. Hadi, an exchange student from Indonesia, accompanied by his wife. It leads
new plans to donate to Unicef and to support Indonesian children continuously from now on. Thank you very much
for all your cooperation. (Ms. Miyatake)

Donate Your Old Clothing to Those in Need in Thailand

Working in coordination with well-known ECIEA member Ms. Wanida, we plan to donate old clothing to her
native country of Thailand. Watch for details in the next issue, and please keep your old clothing until then.
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Yusuke Ito
Fumiyo Muraya
Hisae Sato
Yoshimi Ota
Sayuri Hayashi
Akemi Masuda
Machiko Watanabe
Kyouko Yamazaki
Ichii Nakamura
Teruyo Kitano
Hiroko Kotabe
Asako Sonobe
Hisako Miyamachi
Akemi Ueki
Emiko Asami
Yuka Ono

Keiko Ichihara
Norie Miyazaki
Mayumi Suzuki
Chieko Mori
Mariko Ogino
Hajime Yamagishi
Kazunori Hirakawa
Yoshiko Yokoyama




ECIEA Obituary Mr. Mitsuru Takao
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June
8th (Wed.) Executive Committee
7:00p.m-International Center
14th (Tue.) Salon de ECIEA
1:30p.m.-International Center
18th (Sat.) Korean Cooking Class
10:00a.m.-1:00p.m. Nopporo Kominkan
21st (Tue.) Candle Night Concert
7:30-9:00p.m. Ikoi-no-ie (Katayama Clinic)
July
12th(Wed.) Executive Committee  ° I fmﬁ/ \
7:00p.m-International Center i‘\;‘%i‘\?‘e
13th(Tue.) Salon de ECIEA
1:30p.m.-International Center
August
10th (Wed.) Executive Committee
7:00p.m.-International Center
17th (Wed.) Salon de ECIEA

1:30p.m.-International Center

Ebetsu Citizens' International Exchange Association

069-0824

C/O Ebetsu International Center
7-4 Higashi-Nopporo-Honcho, Ebetsu, Hokkaido 069-0824 JAPAN
E-mail : eciea@webone.ne.jp
http://www.webone.ne.jp/~eciea

(English version http://www.webone.ne.jp/~eciea/index-e.html )
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