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We held the New Year's Bowling Games on
January 21st at Gensirin Bowling Lanes. Many
non-Japanese guests participated, one of whom,
Jonathan, became a champion of 2-round
competition.

After lunch, we enjoyed two party games and
they were so exciting that the participants looked
like great friends! This was ECIEA's propitious
start of the New Year! (Ms. Yoshimi Ota)
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ECIEA General Meeting

The ECIEA General Meeting (2006) will be held on April 23rd (Sun). Further details can be found in
the next issue of the newsletter.
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This is a story of my error in calling our homestay guest, a Korean female student, by a wrong name.
| called her Yun-ji, based on the information | had received. A few days after she arrived, she said to
me, "Mom, my name is not Yun-ji, but YU-JIN." Oh dear! YU-JIN is the name of the famous heroine of
a Korean TV drama, "Winter Sonata," which had ushered the Korean boom into Japan. | felt quite
embarrassed and ashamed of my mistake.

One should always make sure to pronounce guest's names correctly since names are very, very
important!  (Ms. Akemi Ueki)

We host students from Baifa College, Korea, every year. We usually dress the girls in kimono, do
their hair in traditional Japanese styles, take pictures and visit the Ebetsu Pottery Fair after changing
from Kimono to Yukata. Cooperation of ECIEA members has allowed this tradition to continue over time.
This welcomed event involving three host families is more joyful and impressive than doing it alone.
Thank you all! (Ms. Kumiko Tahara)
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"Let's Cook and Eat Pasta” Gathering

Twenty people, including two non-Japanese and some children, enjoyed cooking and eating delicious
pasta dishes at Dr. Katayama's Ikoi-no-ie on December 10. We appreciate Dr. Katayama's kindness in
offering his comfortable and lovely residence.



Message from Ms. Mutsuko Katayama

What is a "pasta machine," | wondered, and while attending the pasta gathering with my daughter was
met with a whirl of surprise.

"Mom, the feet feel warm," my daughter told me, as | proceeded into the kitchen in which everything
had a good shine. | was surprised to find that the "pasta machine" was a pasta boiling apparatus mean
for business. In our group of 20, we made two kinds of - :
spaghetti and salad as if we were real chefs. We had a good S
time having the spaghetti and playing stone-paper-scissors.

"Tarako" spaghetti in "lwanori" savory sauce is so simply
prepared that | would love to make it at home.

In the kitchen, there was a sushi cooling case, a vat for
sushi and a large pan; amongst ourselves we decided that
next time we'd like to have a sushi gathering.

It has been one year since | began attending ECIEA events;
| feel the warmth of the group and look forward to enjoying
more gatherings going forward.

Thanks to those of you who planned the event, and also Dr.
Katayama. (Ms. Mutsuko Katayama)

ECIEA

Snow Carnival 2006

On February 11th, the Ebetsu Intercultural Exchange Committee will host ~ N~
the event, "Enjoy Winter in Ebetsu - Snow Carnival 2006". ECIEA will @ U l
support the event. We are planning to perform "Mochi-tuki" (rice-cake [
making) with a mortar and pestle, and cook "Ozoni," (hot soup with rice cake),
in a big pot.
Why don't you try cross-country skiing, and after that, come to the Ebetsu
International Center where the event will be held and enjoy hot foods.
Volunteer staff is also needed. (Mr. Hajime Yamagishi)
Date: Feb. 11th (Sat.) 1.00p.m. 4:00p.m.
Place: Ebetsu International Center
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Let”’s Chat

Lecture: "Experiences in Botswana"

Ms. Ujiie (Ebetsu resident), will talk about her experiences and life in Botswana where she worked as |
a dietician. She spent 2 years there as a member of the Japan Oversees Cooperation Volunteers. We |
look forward to a vivid portrayal of her stay in Botswana.
| Date: March 11 (Sat.) 2:00p.m.~3:30 p.m.  Place: Ebetsu International Center




Cross Country Skiing

Why don't you join our annual "Walk Ski Trip"? Overseas students are always the stars of this outing;
come have fun with our group! Beginner? No problem, many will be. We welcome those that can
instruct as well! Ski gear can be borrowed for free. After skiing, we will head to the International
Center to participate in the "Snow Carnival".
Date: Feb. 11 (Sat.) 10:00a.m. 12:00
Meeting Place: Osawa-guchi (Nopporo Genshirin Park)
For further information, please call Ms. Sato by Feb. 7th
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Report from Ebetsu Life Long Learning Association
On Nov. 19 (Sat.), the presentation of Ebetsu Life Long Learning Association was held at Ebetsu
Citizen's Hall. ECIEA performed folk dancing, as instructed by Ms. Yoko Sasaki. Kicking off the
performance, ten ECIEA members demonstrated a Russian Dance. Then all of the attendees joined in
and danced with simple choreography. They seemed to have lots of fun.
The group of families who support dementia patients sang a song, "The Life of Warding Off Dementia".
All of us sang together. Through the words of the song, | thought about my life from past to present day.
After the presentation, a get-together party was held.
Participation was quite low. It made me feel lonely. | hope that next time more effort is put in by the
organizing team to create interest in not only the presentation but also the get-together that follows.
(Mr. Yusuke Ito)

Salon Update

When the winter descended upon us, so did our
level of participation. Suddenly it got lonely!
Why don't you push your snow shovel aside, take
a break and join us at Salon de ECIEA for some
lively conversation -- bring your friends and
acquaintances! We would love to hear stories
from overseas.

Schedule: February 14 (Tue) 14:30
March 15 (Wed) 14:00
April 13 (Thur) 19:00
Inquiries: Ms. Kasai
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Visit of Gresham Delegation Postponed

Ms. Stevens, a representative of our sister city, Gresham (Oregon, U.S.), proposed recently that
Gresham delegates postpone their visit to Ebetsu until 2008, originally scheduled for this year.

According to Stevens, 2007 marks the 30th anniversary of our sister city relationship. Because of
this, Gresham and Ebetsu will have memorial events, at which they will have to offer dedications. Ms.
Stevens would like to announce the Ebetsu trip at the 30th anniversary event and see the first delegation
visit Ebetsu in the following year.
| The Executive Committee of ECIEA has accepted her proposal. Thank you for those who applied to be |
| volunteer staff. Now we have much time to prepare. Let's nurture the plan until 2008.  (Ms. Emiko Kasai) |
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NL i i Feb. 3rd(Fri.) Newsletter Sent Out

: 9th(Thu.) Executive Committee

: 7:00p.m. International Center
10th(Fr| ) Translation Committee

3 10:30a.m. International Center
i 11th(Sat.) Cross Country Ski Gathering

3 10:00a.m.  Nopporo Genshirin

Snow Carnival

] 1:00p.m. International Center
14th(Tue ) Salon De ECIEA

: 2:30p.m. International Center

17th 24th(Fri.) Translation Study
: 10:30p.m. International Center

Mar 9th(Thu.) Executive Committee
2% 7:00p.m. International Center
%, @ ~:_10th(Fri.)Translation Committee
‘ 10:30a.m. International Center
3 11th(Sat.) Lecture “Experiences in Botswana
: 2:00p.m. International Center
14th(Tue ) Deadline for Newsletter Articles!
i 15th(Wed.) Salon De ECIEA
f 2:00p.m. International Center
30th(Thu ) Newsletter Sent Out

or

17th, 24th and 31st(Fri.)Translation Study
] 10:30p.m. International Center

Apr|I 23rd(Sun.) General Meeting
International Center Ly
by
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